


OUTLINE

Ã Context- why a Basin Study?

ÃWhat the Basin Study is/isnõt

Ã Key information from the Basin Study

Ã How to learn more/provide input

Ã Q & A

Ã Poster Open House



History/Context

Ã Starting in the 1800s, 
federal and state 
policies encouraged 
westward settlement 
by making land and 
irrigation water 
accessible

Ã This led to a diverse 
agricultural economy 
and culture in Central 
Oregon



Unintended Consequences

Ã State granted more water 

rights for out of stream use 

than exist instream in 

summer months in some 

cases

Ã Low or altered streamflows

Ã Instream flows not awarded 

ôbeneficial useõ under state 

water law until 1987
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Remaining Issues

Ã Streamflow restoration 

needs still exist

Ã Restoring the Upper 

Deschutes River is a 

particularly complex 

and significant issue



Additional Demands for Water

Growing urban communities


