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History of Farming in Crook County
Harvest Slayton Ranch 1900

Jeff Evans near Grimes Flat 1910

Johnson Creek



Construction of 
Ochoco Dam



Flooding in the Prineville Valley

1941

1952



The Crooked 
River Project

• Arthur R. Bowman

LaSelle Coles

OID Manager 1940-83



Prineville Dam



1962: Water is Brought to Town



OID Today
• Owns and operates Ochoco 

Dam
• Operates Bowman Dam 

under contract with 
Reclamation
• Conveys water through  ~120 

miles of canals, ditches and 
pipes
• Operates and maintains more 

than 30 pumps to lift water
• Services and maintains 

infrastructure, which is up to 
108 years old
• Serves nearly 900 patrons, 

who irrigate over 20,000 acres
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Crooked River Geology
• Much different than the Upper 

Deschutes River
• Flows through John Day and 

Clarno Formation rocks 
(volcaniclastic muds and debris, 
lake sediments)

• This leads to much less long-term 
storage/losses to aquifer

• Makes for a very flashy hydrologic 
system
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Young Volcanics

Old Volcanics





Crooked
River
Basin
Overview



Bowman
Dam to
Prineville

Data
Centers



Prineville to Smith Rock 



Current Basin Conditions + Normal Future Weather Conditions 
Likely Resulting in Near Normal Runoff Scenario

past

Additional Flood 
Control

Up to 2,000 cfs

Slide created by Kain Shaffer USBR



Current Basin Conditions + Dry Future Weather Conditions 
Likely Resulting in Below Normal Runoff Scenario

Potential Fish 
Pulse

past

Additional Flood 
Control

Slide created by Kain Shaffer USBR



Current Basin Conditions + Wet Future Weather Conditions 
Likely Resulting in Above Normal Runoff Scenario

past

Additional Flood 
Control

Up to 2,600 cfs

Larger than 
expected Mar 1, 

Forecast

Slide created by Kain Shaffer USBR
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Deschutes HCP: 
When and Where

• Approved December 31, 
2020 for a 30-year permit 
term
• Deschutes Basin reservoirs 

and streams with ESA-listed 
species



Deschutes HCP: What

Covered species: 
• FWS: Oregon spotted frog and bull trout
• NMFS: Mid-Columbia steelhead and 

sockeye salmon 













Phase One – Crooked River Pump Station #1 and Inlet Pipe



Local Partners



 Questions?
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